December 13, 1972 


N. SELVIG - 146000 


Re: Business and Industrial Coordinating Council (BICC) 


I am Co-Chairman of the Business and Industrial Coordinating coe 

(BICC) representing the business community. Attached is a copy of the 

letter from the Greater Newark Chamber of Commerce (GNCC) informing BICC 

of the support the Chamber has agreed to for 1973. Mr. Richard P. Proctor, Jr., 
Co-Chairman of BICC, representing the Black and Puerto Rican Caucas, is 
dissatisfied with the answer and he informed me that he is addressing a letter 
to the chief executive officers of BICC companies asking them to help fund 

BICC in 1973. I alerted the secretaries of Messrs. Bergmann and Grubin to be 
on the lookout for the letter and that I would have a memo attached to it. 


In February of 1972, I was informed by the then Chairman of the Board of the 
GNCC, Mr. Malcolm C. Davis, that the Chamber would drop its financial a 
of BICC from the 1972 level of $58,000 to $38,666 for 1973, or a 1/3 dro 

from the 1972 level of support. We were also informed that in 1974, we 
should expect $19,333 from the GNCC and no monies in 1975. Last summer as the 
businessmen's Co-Chairman of BICC, I spoke to the Executive Board of the GNCC 
to plead my case for higher funding. When I informed Mr. Proctor of the little 
possibility of getting more money from the Chamber, he stated that businessmen 
could not make a strong enough case; and, he requested a hearing from the new 
Chairman of the Board of the Chamber, Mr. Robert W. Kleinert, President of 

New Jersey Bell. In November, Mr. Proctor made his appeal to the CNCC. I was 
present along with Mr. Thomas A. Boykin, Executive Director of BICC. The GNCC 
letter is the answer to that appeal. 


The community sees BICC as an active agency for change in the City with a 
staff large enough to be involved. The businessmen see BICC as a small staff 
with volunteers working as ombudsmen and catalysts to bring attention to those 
organizations and companies that are not performing their training, hiring and 
upgrading functions of minorities properly, and to get them to be more 

effecti 


There has never been a BICC Executive Board agreement that BICC should go 
directly to corporations of the GNCC to raise funds. The comunity groups 
have suggested this, and the businessmen on the Board have stated that 
BICC could only go to companies who are not now supporting BICC through the 
Chamber. 
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When I received a copy of the letter sent by Mr. Proctor, I saw that it 

was addressed to Mr. Procknow. I called his secretary to inform her that 

I was Co-Chairman of BICC and that the Kearny Works and the Northeastern 
Region have been active in BICC since it started in 1962. Mr. Proctor's 
reference to lack of business cooperation in 1972 to reach a goal of 

10,000 jobs is in error. The goal was not established because the original 
goal was unreasonable. It started as a goal of 10,000 jobs and/or upgradings 
in only BICC companies. Finally, this fall the goal became 10,000 jobs 
and/or upgradings in Greater Newark. The businessmen in BICC believe that 
while the original goal was too high, the last target is too low. re; 
problem is not so much the goal, but community involvement in obtaining the 
data to find out what is happening, and to organize a force to quicken the 
pace of minority hiring and upgrading. I am organizing a CNCC Task Force 
on Jobs and Unemployed for Mr. Grubin that will attempt to gather some of 
the data requested by Mr. Proctor. The community's objection to this effort 
is that it eliminates their involvement. They want a paid staff to do this 
work not business volunteers. The businessmen feel that they are not in a 
position to give more financial help on top of their taxes, and help to the 
more than 30 area agencies that are spending 50 millions on jobs and 
training. 
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THOMAS A. BOYKIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


December é, 1972 


1 
Newark, New Jersey 
Dear Na. Procknow: 


The Business and Industrial Coordinating Council has set a goal for 1973 
og 10,000 jobs in the Newark area. Some og these jobs may be at the entry 
Level, but the emphasis is on the upgrading of Blacks and Puerto Ricans. 
This is the same goal that BICC civil nights and community groups requested 
án 1972, but was not obtained due to a Lack of business cooperation. 


This year, at our Last Executive Board meeting, your company was one of the 
companies that agreed that BICC should implement this goal. However, 

money has not been provided for the wherewithal to implement such a goat. 

Tt was expected that support would be obtained grom the Chamber og Commerce. 
However, this apparently wile not be forthcoming as per the attached Letter. 


In as much as your Company has been cooperative enough to recognize this 
need in our communéty-—Like other diverse groups with varying philosophies 


Tf business wants to poets with us, then the questions become: What 
kind of structure is desired gor cooperation? Do you want to continue BICC? 
Do you want civil nights and community people on the Chamber Board, ch are 
there other possibilities that you ra consider? We demand an equat share 
0f decision making powers as to the rate of progress Blacks and Puerto Ricans 
wile make in employment in the Newark community. We geel progress has been 
much too slow, 


Because of yout itivity, we are ing that you take in 
acquiring the needed funds in onder to implement our objectives. Needless to 
say, žime is of the essence, and we would Like to hear grom you within two 
weeks. 1973 45 now upon us. 


Very truly yours, 
ZDN 
ee SI 
ar 
Richard P. Proctor, Ja., Co-Chairman 
BICC - Chaiunan, BICC Black 
and Puerto Rican Caucus 
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Enclosure 
cet Mt, Jules Lozowick, Asst. Nor. V 


Chainman of lhe Board 


Raymond Boulevard, Newark, New Jersey 07102 


December 6, 1972 
(&-397) 


Mr. Jules Lozowick Mr. Richard 

i Co-Chaiman 
B.I.C.C. B.I.C.C. 
Gentlemen: 


‘The Executive Comittee of the Greater Newark Charber of 
and energies at our recent meeting. 


After careful examination of the presentation, it is the 
conclusion of our committee, that we concur with the action 
otis = Board of ee taken one year ago that the Chamber's 

port of B.I.C.C. for 1973 will be two-thirās of 
tel 1972 suport, o£ $58,000.00 or $38,666.66. 


Sincerely, 


Jo kerz z 
Robert W. Kleinert 


